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An Irish Church from 1000 AD composed of just 

dry-stacked rock. Simple and durable, but hardly 
comfortable  

Solid masonry with generous window 

area. Durable, functional with 
moderate R-value.  

Light-weight Building 1.0 – The first frame building in 

Ellicottville, NY (1817) with balloon framing, non-standard 
wood elements and irregular spacings, fastened with both 

wood pegs and hand forged iron nails.  

Lightweight Building 2.0 – Structural insulated panels form 

walls and roof, enclosing full volume within thermal 
envelope. (photo: Al Cobb, SIP School)  
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Area of focus for 

the Builder’s Guide 



“3-D” Water Management 

- Drainage 
- Deflection 

- Drying 
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Provide Drainage Plane and Drainage Gap for “Reservoir” Claddings  



Provide Drainage Plane and Drainage Gap 

All claddings should be drained and back-ventilated where annual 

rainfall exceeds 20 inches 

All claddings should be drained and back-ventilated where annual 

rainfall exceeds 20 inches 

Provide Drainage Plane and Drainage Gap 

Can be used in all regions 

Provide Drainage Plane and Drainage Gap 
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Exhaust Supply, including CFIS 

Balanced 

Image: Paul Malko, Foard Panel Inc. 
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Available at the SIPA Store – www.sips.org  


