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Abstract: 

This report investigates the implementation of advanced framing in both production and prototype built homes built in 

a variety of climate regions across thes USA. This work is part of a large research project on High R-value 

enclosures. The current industry standard wall is being replaced by a 2 6 frame at 24 inch centers with single top 

plates, two-stud corners, no jack studs, no cripples and single headers (and in many cases no headers at all).  The 

advanced framing system is cheaper because it uses 5% to 10% less board feet of lumber, and it is faster because it 

uses 30% fewer pieces. It saves energy because it provides a 60% deeper cavity (which allows 60% more cavity 
insulation) and because it reduces the framing factor. Advanced framing can save energy, greenhouse gas emissions, 

and money if properly implemented.  Through BSC’s experience we have found that builders can save $1000 per 

house on advanced framing.  To maximize cost savings and energy savings for the homeowner, the builder financial 

savings are best shifted to implementing more energy saving measures. 
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Limits of Liability and Disclaimer of Warranty: 

Building Science documents are intended for professionals.  The author and the publisher of this article have used their best efforts to provide 
accurate and authoritative information in regard to the subject matter covered.  The author and publisher make no warranty of any kind, 
expressed or implied, with regard to the information contained in this article.  

The information presented in this article must be used with care by professionals who understand the implications of what they are doing.  If 
professional advice or other expert assistance is required, the services of a competent professional shall be sought. The author and publisher 
shall not be liable in the event of incidental or consequential damages in connection with, or arising from, the use of the information contained 
within this Building Science document. 

 

 




