











Insight—011 Capillarity: Small Sacrifices

Photograph 4: New sacrificial layer in Firenze, Italy

Figure 5: Retrofitting existing brick
foundation—Damage function is concentrated on
outside surface of foundation at grade in a material
designed to be replaced 3 or 4 times a century.
Interior membrane sheet waterproofing is designed
to prevent inward drying of capillary water—water
is directed upwards and outwards.
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Vapor impermeable layer
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Capillarity: Small Sacrifices
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Figure 6: Rules of Thumb—Physicists hate this type of information—experienced based recommendations without formal
equations derived from first principles. | will come clean here—this is a “best guess” on my part. But | have been around and

have been pretty good at guessing at stuff like this.
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